WESTLAND IRRIGATION DISTRICT
Board Meeting Minutes for
May 19, 2026

The Regular Monthly Meeting of the Westland Irrigation District Board of Directors was held Tuesday, May 19, 2026 at the Westland Irrigation District office. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Hodges at 2:03 pm

ATTENDANCE: Chairman Hoss Hodges, Vice-Chair Jordan Bennett, Director Greg Harris, Director Dan McCarty, Director Casey Spike, General Manager Curtis Engbretson; and Office Staff Annette Kirkpatrick were all present.

GUESTS: Consultant Chet Sater (in-person) and Attorney David Fillippi (via Zoom). 

Consultant Introduction: Chet Sater introduced himself to the Board, talked about his background and offered to assist the District in various operations. Chet Sater left the meeting at 2:30 pm.  The Board discussed this matter later in the meeting and agreed that they would like Manager Engbretson to engage Mr. Sater’s services.

Appointment of Board Secretary: Director Harris moved to appoint General Manager Curtis Engbretson the Secretary of the Board for WID. The motion was seconded by Director Spike and it passed unanimously.

MINUTES: The April 21, 2026 Regular Board Meeting Minutes were presented to the Board.  Director Harris moved to approve the minute as presented.  The motion was seconded by Director Spike and it passed unanimously.

FINANCIALS: The April 2026 financials were presented to the Board. Director moved to approve the financials as presented. The motion was seconded by Director Harris and it passed unanimously.

MANAGER’S REPORT: Manager Engbretson reported and answered questions regarding the Manager’s Report included in the Board Packet.

LEGAL UPDATE: WID Attorney David Filippi joined the meeting at 2:15 pm and began presenting at 2:30 pm. He covered the following topics:

Small Ditch Companies (SDCs): No new update.

FCA: WID has put together a list of projects and IRZ is working on cost estimates for each project.  IRZ is also putting together a cost estimate for all the engineering work to see if WID is able to get it paid through the NRCS funds instead of by the District.  As a reminder, for general information about PL-566, Watershed Plan-Environmental Assessment, and the public process involved, visit this link: www.oregonwatershedplans.org. 

WMCP: Manager Engbretson is going to send out letters to local agencies to give them notice of submitting our updated plan and there is a 30-day comment period before we can submit the plan to OWRD for review.  The notification letter is in the packets.

Ordnance Pipeline Operations Agreement: There is a meeting scheduled with Umatilla County on June 9th.  Manager Engbretson is hoping to have a set cost for delivery of water through the Ordnance Pumpstation. WID sent water to the City of Umatilla multiple times since the last meeting. Each time, we keep fine tuning the pumpstation.  Manager Engbretson would like to continue the conversation about Ordnance operations and increases for the personnel operating the pumpstation.  WID also needs to continue the conversation about Lamb Weston wanting to take their water through the Ordnance system.

Broken Spur: Manager Engbretson has received  and is reviewing the redlined draft agreement. 

Filippi left the meeting at 3:20 pm.

PRIORITY UPDATES: Manager Engbretson reported and answered questions regarding the Priority Updates included in the Board Packet.

CTUIR SETTLEMENT: No new update.

CREW ACTIVITIES:  Routine operations and maintenance.  The temporary dam was taken down before the last high-water event. The crew put it back up on May 1st.  Field Supervisor Bailey will be making Teton applications May 18th and 19th.

BPA Crew:  Routine operations and maintenance.

GRAVEL PIT: No new updates.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Go-STEM Summer Intern: There was discussion about the benefits of GIS Mapping. The Board instructed Manager Engbretson to move forward with the intern, with a focus on GIS work if possible. 

Umatilla River & McKay Reservoir: McKay Reservoir is at 84%.  Fish releases started on May 8th to maintain 150 CFS at UMDO.  The Watermaster told Manager Engbretson that WID may start accumulation rotation between May 15th and 18th.  If this happens, then we will start reading meters on May 20th for the start of McKay.  WID sent County Line 5,003 AF of recharge water.

A-line Limited License: On April 15th an updated Limited License Application and Monitoring Plans were submitted to OWRD and we are now waiting on comments. GSI installed telemetry in the monitoring wells and have 3 of the 5 sensors working properly and are debugging the other 2.

NEW BUSINESS

Allotment Overuse Fees: The Board discussed and reevaluated the Allotment Overuse Fees. Director McCarty moved to increase the Fees for Overuse from $200 per acre foot to $400 per acre foot. There being no further discussion, Director Spike seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Annual Meeting: The Annual Meeting was scheduled for June 25, 2026 at 6:00 pm. Location to be determined. 

Increase Credit Card Limit: Staff presented WID Resolution 2026-F and explained to the Board that the current limit of $5,000 is not sufficient for the monthly needs of the District. A request was made, by Resolution, to increase the credit limit to $7,500. Director McCarty moved to increase the credit limit as requested. There being no further discussion, Director Bennett seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

Public Comment:  There were public comments.
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 3:52 pm.

									
Hoss Hodges, Board Chairman			Curtis Engbretson, District Manager
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